France and her Allies
Catholicism least, and what it knows of American
Catholicism also very little, it has always wanted to have a
strong element of German Catholicism in the influences of
the Church. Now that Germany seems from a Catholic
point of view to be more or less out of the picture, Rome
is determined to keep Austria Catholic. Mussolini also was
determined to keep Austria away from Germany, and
once again the Duce and the Pope have found common
ground on which to work. The Austrian State has been
steadily built up by Monsignor Seipel, by Dollfuss, and by
the present Premier, Dr. Schussnigg, on a strong totalita-
rian basis, but a totalitarian basis on a Catholic model,
being a good deal more Catholic than is the State in Italy.
In March, 1937, fresh problems began to arise in this
small, but important State of Central Europe.
Whereas the Vatican would have liked to have seen
Otto restored to Vienna, Hitler very strongly objected.
It was the moment when Mussolini most wanted to be
friendly with Berlin, so that he could gain successes in
Spain, and keep his hands clear for the development of
Abyssinia. He, therefore, withdrew temporarily his
support for an Austrian restoration, and without it the
Pope could not do anything. On the other hand the Pope
was still interested in propaganda in Abyssinia, and in the
success of Franco in Spain. He hoped also that if Germany
were brought into the Spanish War, she would be most
unlikely to be too active in her opposition to the Catholics
in Germany. Unfortunately for the Pope, the Austrians
put politics rather on a high level at that moment, and
became afraid they would be crushed between Italy and
Germany. They have, therefore, decided to make advances
to Czechoslovakia. This must be entirely contrary to the